
www.cxoincmagazine.com-01

NOELENE KOTSCHAN
CEO & Founder | PinkDrive



T

LEVERAGING SOCIO-ECONOMIC SPEND IN THE ENERGY 
AND MINING SECTORS TO PROVIDE HEALTHCARE

 THROUGH MOBILE SERVICES
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Mobile healthcare services have emerged as an effective 
way to provide medical care in underserved and remote 
areas. Mobile clinics can travel to communities that lack 
fixed healthcare facilities, offering a range of services  

PinkDrive NPC, a South African non-profit, exemplifies 
how mobile healthcare can reach communities in need. 
The organisation uses mobile units equipped with 
medical professionals and equipment to offer breast and 
cervical cancer screenings. These services are especially 
crucial in rural and disadvantaged areas where access to 
healthcare is restricted, highlighting the importance of 
mobile healthcare initiatives.

from general medical care to specialised treatments like 
cancer screenings and HIV testing. These services are 
vital in regions where healthcare infrastructure is limited.

Energy and mining sectors are often already present in 
the regions that need healthcare services. These 
industries can use their socio-economic spending to 
form partnerships with mobile healthcare providers like 
PinkDrive. Such partnerships can serve multiple 
purposes:

1. Improving Health Outcomes: By supporting mobile 
healthcare programs, energy and mining companies can 
directly improve local health outcomes. For example, 
funding cancer screening programs, vaccination 
campaigns, and maternal health initiatives can reduce 
disease burdens and enhance overall well-being, leading 
to healthier populations.

2. Fulfilling CSR Obligations: Partnering with mobile 
healthcare providers helps companies meet their 
socio-economic obligations. In many cases, energy and 
mining companies are legally or regulatory required to 
invest in local community development. Healthcare, as a 
pressing need in many of these communities, offers a 
strategic and impactful focus for socio-economic spend.

3. Supporting Workforce Health: A healthy workforce 
is essential to business success. By investing in mobile 
healthcare services for local communities, companies 
also enhance the health of their employees and 
contractors. Accessible healthcare reduces absenteeism, 
improves morale, and boosts productivity. Furthermore, 
mobile healthcare can help prevent workplace-related 

In remote areas where energy and mining companies 
operate, healthcare infrastructure is often insufficient or 
entirely lacking. As a result, many communities face 
barriers to obtaining necessary medical care. One 
effective solution to this issue is for these sectors to 
partner with organisations that provide mobile healthcare 
services, such as PinkDrive NPC in South Africa. These 
collaborations allow energy and mining companies to 
meaningfully contribute to local health while fulfilling 
their socio-economic obligations.

In corporate social responsibility (CSR), socio-economic 
spending refers to the resources and funds companies 
allocate to improving the communities where they 
operate. This often includes funding for education, 
infrastructure, and healthcare initiatives. Energy and 
mining companies, with their large revenues, often 
dedicate a portion of their profits to such programs.

Traditionally, socio-economic spending has focused on 
physical infrastructure, such as schools and roads. 
However, there is increasing recognition that healthcare 
is just as critical. Access to quality healthcare can 
significantly enhance the quality of life, improve 
productivity, and create a healthier, more sustainable 
workforce.

Mobile Healthcare: A Practical Solution

The Power of Partnerships

The Role of Socio-Economic Spend

he energy and mining sectors play a crucial role 
in many developing economies, serving as key 
drivers of economic growth by providing jobs, 

infrastructure, and essential services. However, these 
industries also bear significant responsibility for the 
communities in which they operate. This responsibility 
can be fulfilled through socio-economic development 
programs that address pressing challenges, including 
healthcare access.
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There are several ways energy and mining companies 
can support mobile healthcare initiatives:

1. Financial Support: Companies can directly fund 
mobile health units to ensure services reach underserved 
communities. This funding may cover the costs of 
medical personnel, equipment, and travel expenses.

2. Resource Sharing: Companies can offer resources, 
such as transportation, facilities, or logistical support, 
which can help extend the reach of mobile healthcare 
providers.

3. Awareness Campaigns: Companies can collaborate 
with healthcare providers to raise awareness of available 
health services. This may involve community outreach, 
media campaigns, and the use of social media to promote 
services.

4. Employee Health Programmes: Energy and mining 
companies can also extend mobile healthcare programs 
to their employees and contractors, offering regular 
screenings, vaccinations, and other essential health 
services.

Noelene is a recognised leader in the nonprofit sector, 
known for pioneering fundraising for corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) initiatives. In 2006, she founded 
Cause Marketing Fundraisers, now PinkDrive NPC, a 
vital organisation focused on mobile mammography and 
education to promote early cancer detection. 
PinkDrive’s mission is to provide accessible education 
and screening for gender-related cancers, especially to 
disadvantaged communities.

The energy and mining sectors have a significant 
opportunity to use their socio-economic spend to 
improve healthcare access in the communities where 
they operate. By partnering with organisations like 
PinkDrive NPC, these companies can contribute to the 
health and well-being of underserved populations while 
fulfilling their corporate social responsibility. Mobile 
healthcare services offer a practical and effective 
solution for addressing healthcare disparities, and such 
partnerships can have lasting, positive impacts on local 
health outcomes. Through these collaborations, energy 
and mining companies can play a key role in improving 
the lives of those who rely on their operations, driving 
meaningful change in communities, and contributing to 
long-term sustainable development.

PinkDrive NPC, a mobile gender-related cancer 
screening initiative, has seen notable success in South 
Africa. The program offers free or affordable 
mammograms, and cervical and PSA screenings in 
underserved areas, where healthcare facilities may be 
scarce. In a country with a high prevalence of breast and 
cervical cancer, PinkDrive’s services are a lifeline for 
many women who otherwise would not have access to 
early screenings and diagnoses.

The mining sector in South Africa, which operates in 
rural and often isolated areas, has supported 
PinkDrive NPC in various ways. Several mining 
companies have partnered with PinkDrive NPC to 
sponsor mobile screening units and awareness 
campaigns. These partnerships have improved the 
health outcomes for thousands of women while 
allowing the companies to demonstrate their 
commitment to community welfare.

For example, a mining company operating in a remote 
area might fund PinkDrive to visit nearby communities, 
providing free gender cancer screening services. This 
initiative helps the company meet its socio-economic 
spending requirements while having a tangible, positive 
impact on the local community.

Case Study: PinkDrive and the Mining Sector in 
South Africa

How Can Energy and Mining Companies Get 
Involved?

Noelene Kotschan, CEO and Founder, PinkDrive 
NPC

4. Enhancing Community Relations: Strong 
community relations are critical for energy and mining 
companies. Those who invest in the health and 
well-being of the local population foster goodwill and 
build trust. In turn, this can create a more favourable 
environment for the company’s operations, as 
communities are more likely to support businesses that 
care about their welfare.

illnesses, reducing health disruptions in operations. 

5. Sustainability and Long-Term Impact: Many 
energy and mining companies are increasingly focused 
on sustainability as part of their broader strategy. 
Investing in healthcare through mobile services aligns 
with sustainable development goals by contributing to 
the long-term health and welfare of future generations.

www.cxoincmagazine.com-03


